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THE PARADOX THE FORTUNATE FALL 
CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGY 


JEROME FICEK, TRINITY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Benjamin Britten his Ceremony Carols has put music the lyrics 
fifteenth century song which runs 


hadde the appil take ben, 
the appil take ben, 
hadde never our lady 
ben Hevene queene. 
Blyssid the tyme 
that appil take was 
Therefore mown syngyn 
Deo Gracias. 


The sin Adam understood fortunate virtue occasioning great 
blessing. Milton Paradise Lost bears witness the same paradox when, just after 
Adam has been told the Archangel Michael what awaits him the Second Com- 


ing when Christ shall reward the faithful and receive them into bliss, has Adam 
burst forth: 


Goodness Infinite, Goodness immense, 

That all this good evil shall produce, 

And evil turn good; more wonderful 

That that which creation first brought forth 

Light out Darkness! Full doubt stand, 

Whether should repent now sin 

Much more that much more good thereof shall spring— 

God more glory, more good will men 

From God, and over wrath space shall abound. Book XII 1,469-478 
This view the Fall paradoxical because while the fall away from something 
exalted, noble, good and therefore disgraceful and shameful act, yet without 
Incarnation, redemption and glorification would not possible. Thus the grandeur 
and misery man was calling him both “judge all the earth” and “feeble 
worm the earth.” The paradox this paradoxical situation lies the fact that 
the very event which responsible for man’s degradation and shame the same 
time necessary for his deliverance and ultimate exaltation. Professor Arthur 
Lovejoy paper entitled “Milton and the Paradox the Fortunate Fall,” demon- 
strates the ancient character orthodoxy this view citing statements 
Ambrose, Leo the Great, Francis Sales, DuBartas, Augustine, Wyclif, etc., and 
noting its presence many missals for least ten centuries. his belief that 
the idea derived its classic expression and name from the Easter Even Hymn. 

certe necessarium Adamae peccatum, quod Christi morte deletum est. felix culpa, 

talem tantun meruit habere redemptorem 
The sin Adam was not only happy fault but necessary the possibility 
redemption. Lovejoy places the expression felix culpa the early Roman liturgy 
which antedates St. Gregary who usually considered the first one use 
(Lovejoy, 285). Professor Weisinger Tragedy and the Paradox the Fortun- 
ate Fall put the problem wider framwork discussing the felix culpa terms 
the question “Why take pleasure ‘the pleasure peculiar tragedy’?” 
and finds the solution the myth and ritual the ancient Near East with the para- 
dox the fortunate fall acting intermediary between myth and ritual the one 
side and art and tragedy the other. the myths the dying and rising god the 
basic rhythms nature are reproduced mimetically through ritual. The paradox 


the fortunate fall the “shorthand” symbol for the meaning the myth and ritual 
pattern because “compressed into the whole range significance complex 
belief and action which for many centuries and many forms has been able pro- 
vide satisfactory answer deeply rooted need man, his longing for order, 
for rationality, and above for life.” (Weisinger, 269) 

Lewis his study innocence, tragedy, and tradition nineteenth 
century America, The American Adam, interprets the literature this period 
being reflection the basic underlying myth which shaped American culture— 
the notion innocence, solitude, beginning novo, self-reliance prior experi- 
ence. associated with the image Adam before the Fall. sees the work the 
elder James and Horace Bushnell illustrating the fortunate results the Fall. 
The latter state is, because the emergence conscience, higher position than 
innocence. From this point on, education becomes highly significant. 


The Fortunate Fall the Writings Contemporary Theologians 
contemporary Christian anthropological discourse the paradox the for- 
tunate Fall plays dominant role. However, the point emphasis has shifted con- 
siderably. Whereas formerly the fortunate character the Fall was understood 
reside the fact that “so great salvation” resulted from it, now regarded 


due the fact that through sin man became self—that is, being self-awareness, 


self-consciousness, and self-determination. The old view held that the Fall was for- 
tunate because its salutary effect upon God the new view affirms 
that was fortunate due its arousing, awakening effect upon man (creation). 
Thus Creation and the Fall are longer seen separate events but one event, 


the event which the possibilities freedom and self-awareness are actualized. 
the words William Temple. 


man arose above sub-human forms life through the development mind within his 
psychophysical organism increasingly dominant factor, found himself self- 
centered. The animal self-centered without being self-assertive. But soon 
consciousness advances full self-consciousness, that the self, distinguishing itself 
from its environment, not only chooses what appetites shall satisfy but even what ends 
shall pursue, self-centeredness becomes self-assertion. 

(Temple, 366) 


Thus the Fall man was the winning the knowledge good and evil because 
previous this event his acts were merely instinctive reactions environment, 
where now sins against the light with new degree self-assertion. (Temple, 
365.). For this reason there never was time when man enjoyed self-awareness 
and freedom perfect potentiality human nature. the words Ryder 
Smith, not “what man was the beginning but what the end.” 
(Smith, 182). Paul Tillich succinctly stated when wrote, “Fully developed 
creatureliness fallen creatureliness.” (Tillich, 255). 


One the fullest and clearest modern statements the 
paradox that the British theologian Owen his volume. Body and 
Soul: Study the Christian View Man, where sin described perversion 
precisely the two potentialities that are the essense personality—the capacity 
for self-awareness and the capacity for freedom. Self-consciousness makes 
its appearance self-centeredness and free will under the guise self-will. the 
Genesis account the gifts that constitute the image God are only realized the 
eating the forbidden fruit. 

real freedom freedom choose between good and evil and therefore involves 
the knowledge good and evil. And this knowledge precisely the forbidden fruit. Thus 


should have cay that man hecomes fully free and actualizes this aspect the 
image God disobeying God. (Owen, 201). 


According Owen, understand this account description events which 
happened say that man actualized the image God sinning against Him. 
This absurd. The account must therefore taken attempt communicate 
the deepest truth about man’s contradictory nature. tells that are endowed 
with possibilities real freedom and self-awareness, but history these appear 
under the form self-centeredness and self-will. corollary this the necessity 
regarding Creation and Fall inseparable, rather than two events. That man 


made the image God and that sinner one story, one point, rather 
than two (Owen, 199). 


Paul Tillich. Tillich sees God’s image man the possibility the Fall, 
separation from God and from his own essence. Man finite freedom, that is, 
him freedom and destiny limit each other. The Fall marks the transition from 
essence existence. The later not state human development but present 
all stages. calls the state which precedes existence rather 
than essence. possesses potentiality but not actuality and superhistorical 
has neither place nor time). state mind which real and non-real 
the same time, anticipating the actual. The word innocence points non-actualized 
potentiality, implying the lack actual experience, responsibility, and moral guilt. 
illustrate this Tillich uses the growth sexual awareness child. (Tillich, II, 
34). The state Adam before the Fall not one perfection but “dreaming 
innocence,” undecided potentialities. The prohibition against eating the tree 
knowledge presupposes split between Creator and creature, that is, the desire 
sin. the state “dreaming innocence” freedom and destiny which are not ac- 
tualized, are state harmony. The moment finite freedom becomes conscious 
itself and tends become actual (i.e., “aroused freedom”) tension occurs. Man 
trapped between the desire actualize his freedom and the demand maintain 
his “dreamy innocence.” Under the power finite freedom chooses actualiza- 
tion. The adolescent, facing the alternative losing himself either actualizing 
himself sexually non-actualizing himself sexually, decides for actualization. (Til- 
lich, 36). The Biblical account the Fall according Tillich has psycho- 
logical-ethical character derived from the experience people. This transaction 
from essence existence not event time and space but the “transhistorical 
quality events time and II, 40). “The notion moment 
time which man and nature were changed from good evil absurd, and 


answer the criticism Reinhold Niebuhr the volume The Theology 
Paul Tillich that follows Origen emphasizing the fatefulness necessity 
sin the exclusion man’s responsibility for it, Tillich writes: 


Creation and the Fall coincide far there point time and space 
which created goodness was actualized and had existence. This necessary consequence 
the rejection the paradise story. There was “utopia” the past, just there 
will “utopia” the future. Actualized creation and estranged existence are iden- 
tical ... God creates here and now, everything has created participates the tran- 
sition from essence existence. creates the new-born child; but, created, falls 
into the state existential estrangement. This the point coincidence creation and 
the Fall. But not logical coincidence; for the child, upon growing into maturity, 
the state estrangement acts freedom which imply responsibility and guilt. 
Creation good its essential character. actualized, falls into universal estrange- 
ment through freedom and destiny. 


seems that this identification Creation with the Fall makes evil necessary, and 
eliminating historical state which there separation between essence 
and existence deprives man concrete picture least the possibility 
reunion. 


Reinhold Niebuhr. Like Tillich, Niebuhr sees evil inevitable. “The 
evil man consequence his inevitable though not necessary unwillingness 
acknowledge his dependence, accept his finiteness and admit his insecurity.” 
(Niebuhr, speaks paradoxically because understands the ultimate 
truths about life dialectical—too complex expressed any other way 
than apparently (sic) contradictory propositions. puts the “inevitability” 
sin form which paradoxically consistent with responsibility and freedom, 
concurring with Kierkegaard’s notion that “sin resupposes itself.” feels that 
even one goes back farther than human history not able escape the 
paradoxical conclusion that the situation finiteness and freedom would not lead 
sin sin were not already introduced into the situation. 


The will not free choose between good and evil. Man, driven anxiety, 
the “dizziness” his elevation above nature, either exalts himself freedom 
dashes himself down into animality escape responsibility. Yet, despite the fact 
that his sin “inevitable” man responsible for it. 


Emil Brunner. similar manner Brunner speaks the Fall taking 
place when the child first becomes conscious himself “I”. (Brunner, The 
Christian Doctrine Creation and Redemption, 386). Rejecting the idea the 


Fall historical Adam whose transgression transferred genera- 


tions, interprets Romans chapter five teaching that Christ has conquered 
death and therefore the bringer life for all. respects Augustine’s attempt 
set forth sin dominant force and humanity bound together solidarity 
guilt, but rejects the identification sin with sexuality and the “inheritance” it. 
(Brunner, 103). Man’s apostasy falling away from God not something that 
happened once and for all and over and done with, but something man doing 
continually. Therefore, each one “Adam,” just are all together “Adam.” 
(Brunner, Man Revolt, 149). Man’s personhood can only attained the 
determination his relation God (p.151), act performed freedom. 


the perception moral freedom, capacity for the Good due free resolve, 
taught ethical rationalism, not absolutely rejected, remind ourselves 
the fact that this God lies within the sphere which includes the concept sin. There 
sin within good well within evil, virtue well 145.) 

have seen the ways which several modern theologians have understood 
the estrangement and alienation man some sense being fortunate. Next 
shall consider the sources these modern views being two kinds, philo- 
sophical origin existentialism and psychological root depth psychology. 


Sources the Modern Analysis the Fall Fortunate 


The Existential Analysis Man’s Predicament. From the writings 
Anaximander, Milesian philosopher, the following sentence has been preserved. 
The beginning that which is, the boundless but when that which arises, 


thither must return again necessity, for the things give satisfaction and preparation 


one another for their injustice, appointed according the ordering time. (Zeller, 
43). 


Many understand this terms the Orphic doctrine the sinful existence 


mankind, arising from the fact individualization and separation from the 


being. Out the vague and limitless mass (apeiron) there sprang into 
being first this earth ours and then various discrete, individual existences. Accord- 
ing destiny the latter will not allowed exist their factured existence for- 
ever, but will appointed season suffer the vengeance due their earlier act 


separation and return into the vague immensity out which they issued, thus 
losing their independence and regaining their identity the whole. 


From this inauspicious beginning developed the idea that individuated, dif- 
ferentiated, bounded existence inferior unindividuated, undifferentiated, un- 
bounded existence the ground being, later called the Ungrund Jacob Boehme. 
For Anaximander Creation the Fall, that is, exist separately deformed 
because being defined, limited, individuated, separated from the ground being. 
Thus guilt separation apartness. 


Jacob Boehme, the mystical theologian, saw creation the metaphysical 
separating all things from one “mother,” the first division being into four 
fire, water, earth, and the air, produced progressively. From these ingredients are 
created rocks, hills, elements, etc. Creation for Boehme nihilo but the nihilo 
no-thing, the Ungrund, the abyss. Before man’s bady had been crystalline, pure, 
unified. Now knows that naked and remembers his primitive essential unity 


and angelical form. eating earth takes the quality inertia, decomposition, 
and death inherent the earth. 


Thus may know what sin namely, when the human will separates 
itself from God into existence its own and awakens its own self ... For all into 
which the will enters and will have its own, something foreign the one will 
God. For all God’s and man’s own will belongs nothing. But God’s then all 
its also. Thus recognize that desire sin. For lusting out one into many and 


introduces many into one. The will possesses, and yet should not will-less. (Boehme, 
Sachs Mystische Puntke 16ff. quoted Stoudt). 


Friedrich Schelling Human Freedom described the world which 
are living disrupted unity, fragmentary, broken. anticipated mystical 
absorption which man united the Absolute Self, free from necessity, contin- 
gency, consciousness, and personality. Man’s guilt verfallenheit, being lost and 
prey the necessity existing. Heidegger has written, 


Being guilty not the result guilty act, but conversely, the act possible only 
because original ‘being guilty’. (Heidegger, Sein und Ueit, 284). 


Man’s existence inauthentic because has “fallen away” from true existence, the 
true self. has “thrown” (geworfen-sein) existence. Man has not called himself 
into being. cannot help that there, but must accept the fact something 
that has occured outside his will. through angst fear which does not have 
object that experiences the “thrownness” (geworfenheit) his existence. 


The Psychological Analysis Man’s Predicament. Depth psychology 
points the inner self-destructiveness man his estrangement from his true 
self. calls attention the unconscious structure that determines our conscious- 
ness and our decisions, making aware the fact that are not actually free. 
Otto Rank believed that the central problem man individuation. Anxiety the 
apprehension involved these separations, the first and most dramatic which 
birth. takes place through the breaking previous situations relative unity 
and due the need live autonomous individual. Rank’s understanding 
anxiety was influenced his famous studies birth trauma. held that the 
“child experiences his first feeling fear the act birth,” 
terms “fear the face life.” (Rank, Will Therapy, 168). the fear hav- 
ing live isolated individual. addition the life fear which anxiety 
“going forward” (becoming individual) there the death fear which anxiety 


“going backward” (losing individuality). The latter the anxiety being swal- 
lowed the whole. 


Carl Jung sees man’s predicament anxiety reaction the in- 
vasion the conscious mind irrational forces and images from the collective 
unconscious. for this reason that people are afraid really becoming conscious 


themselves. There “secret fear the unknown perils the soul.” (Jung, 
Psychology and Religion, 14). 


The Biblical fall man presents the dawn consciousness curse, And 
matter fact this light that first look upon every problem that forces 
greater consciousness and separates even farther from the paradise unconscious 


childhood. (Jung, Modern Man Search Soul, TF) 
Modern studies personality which define selfhood terms self-awareness 
and self-consciousness stress the alienation and isolation this involves, especially 
culture such ours which puts premium upon triumphing over others. not 
difficult see how such empirical studies have bearing one’s understanding the 
nature man. The problem that this poses for the Christian theologian how 
interpret such data and what use make his formal doctrine man. 


CONCLUSIONS 
The paradox the fortunate Fall, which has illustrious history Christ- 


theology, points the basic and profound truths experience—the ambiguity 


and contingency all human activity and the power God work “in spite of” 
transform evil into good. affirms the fundamental theological axiom that 
the basis every doctrine paradox—God both hidden and revealed His 
Revelation, Christ both human and divine, man both justified and sinner (simul 
iustus peccator), both the image God and partaker original sin. 


keeping with the emphasis contemporary theology upon description 
the alienation and estrangement man from himself, the ground Being, his 
fellow man, the fortunate aspect the Fall seen the emergence self-awareness 
and self-consciousness. Whereas the older theology saw fortunate the heavenly pro- 
vision God Christ, the new sees the emergence selfhood. 


The identification the Fall with Creation poses some fundamental prob- 
lems. The goodness God’s creative activity affirmed two saw 
that was good.” (Genesis 1:25) “And God saw everything that had made, and 
behold, was very good.” (Genesis 1:31)—makes such identification implausible. 


The position discussed makes sin finiteness, limitation, individuality, separate- 


ness—for which man does not carry the burden responsibility. “Fallenness” (Ge- 
worfenheit) suggests higher state from which one has fallen, from which 
judged, and against which understands and sees himself. Without granting the 
existence such state difficult see how possible talk about “essence,” 
“true manhood,” “goodness being.” 


The interpretation the Fall existential experiental terms, while val- 
uable and informing psychological and anthropolical terms and corrective 
erroneous interpretations (“inheritance,” biological views sin’s transmission), 
poses problems Christology. Acknowledgement the experience alienation and 
separation, accompanied denial the disobedience historical figure poses 
problems understanding Biblical references the first and second Adam 
Romans 5:12-21). interpret this passage historically with reference Christ 
should not merely regard existentially with reference Adam. The whole thrust 
this argument seems that the same way that men are justified the 
grounds one man’s righteousness and obedience they are brought into condem- 
nation the basis the disobedience and uprighteousness another. 
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THE IMMINENT APPEARING CHRIST 


BARTON PAYNE 
WHEATON COLLEGE 


The doctrine the Lord’s second advent has experienced remarkable 
revival interest contemporary neo-orthodox theology.! But its further dis- 
cussion among Bible believers, particularly this related the translation 
the church, might appear both undesirable and unnecessary: undesirable, 
reopening the emotionally charged “rapture rupture”; and unnecessary, repeat- 
ing arguments that for years have unduely monopolized the thinking many evan- 
gelicals. There exists, however, correlation between the advent and the rapture 
which, though dominant the past, has been widely overlooked recent litera- 
ture. This classic view, moreover, combines many the positive features both 
the pre-tribulationism that has arisen the century and the post-tribulation- 
ism that has, increasingly, reacted against it. The following paper seeks therefore, 
sketch the leading historical interpretations that the church has held toward its 
own place the events that surround her Lord’s second coming and suggest 
Biblical reconstruction that reflects the classical 


Prior the Council Nicaea 325 the church 
general held two convictions respecting the sequence events Christ’s second 
(1) expected His appearing any day. Clement (A.D. 96) states, 
“Soon and suddenly shall come”; and Ignatius the Ephesians (c. A.D. 105), 
“The last times are come upon us.” Now was simply complex events that was 
imminent was Christ’s own appearing? “Look for (2) The early church 
anticipated His coming post-tribulational, that is, subsequent the persecu- 
tions they would suffer the hands the antichrist and the heavenly phenomena 
that would inaugurate the wrath God against this evil one. Barnabas (before 
100) warns, “Withstand coming sources danger the Black One.” Nor was 
simply tribulation was the great tribulation: “Christ shall come from 
heaven with glory, when the man apostasy shall venture unlawful 
deeds earth against That both these convictions were held 
the same time arises from the early church’s contemporaneous, would call 
it, historical, method prophetic interpretation. Barnabas states, “Now this 
wicked time withstand coming sources danger,” and then quotes Daniel the 
antichrist potentially present. Cyprian (about 250) writes Epistle 55:1, “The 
day affliction has begun hang over our heads, and the end the world and the 
time Antichrist draw That is, they felt that the persecutions they were 
then enduring the hands imperial Rome could those the final tribulation 
and that therefore the Lord’s appearing could imminent. 

The only exception this view came with the close the second century 
the writings certain the apologists, who succeeded the apostolic fathers. Irenae- 
(about 185) first concluded, from Daniel and Revelation 17, that the Roman 
Empire would have fall and partitioned among ten kings before there could 
take place the persecution the church the antichrist and the latter’s overthrow 
the second advent.? this view Irenaeus was not widely followed; but history 
has vindicated his futuristic exegesis this extent: Christ did not indeed return be- 
fore the fall Rome. 


‘ 


Post-Nicene Christianity, however, deviated from the classical anticipation 
Christ’s advent. With the official recognition Christianity the emperor Constan- 
tine, the Roman government could longer identified the antichrist; and Aug- 
ustine’s identification the church with the meant that only the 
still distant future, after the rise Gog and Magog, could Christ appear. True, 
there came lack candidates for Gog and Magog, whether barbarian, Mo- 
hammedan, Turk; but even the approach the year 1,000 created real escha- 
tological the church was the kingdom, and little thought was given 


any other glorious appearing. This attitude characterizes Romanism the 
present day. 


THE REFORMATION The Reformation the sixteenth century re- 
captured the classical hope the imminent appearing Christ. The reformers 
adopted the Waldensian identification the papacy with the and prayed 
that the Lord would shortly appear destroy this Roman Magog. Luther called the 
Pope, greater pest than the Turks,” and insisted, will not permit anyone 
rob opinion that the day the Lord not far Calvin, turn, 
concluded: “Today must alert grasp the imminent return Christ”; and 
again, “Be prepared expect Him every day, rather every This hope 
the reformers also continued post-tribulational, their amillennialism thus 
making the final judgement itself imminent; compare Melanchthon: “The day 
judgement already upon [us] and the But was imminent; and 
the reason lay their interpretation prophecy historically, that is, capable 
contemporary fulfillment. Latimer, for example, explained: 


St. Paul says, “The Lord will not come till the swerving from the faith cometh” (II 
which thing already done and past. Antichrist already known throughout 
all the world: wherefore the day not far 
History has, course, proved that the reformers were mistaken. Theirs were not 
the days the great tribulation, and Christ’s coming was not fact imminent. But 
Calvin Geneva, Clement Rome, they could have been. Calvin com- 
mented Paul’s words Thess. 4:15, 


means this arouse the Thessalonians wait for it, nay more, hold all 
believers suspense, that they may not promise themselves some particular time: for, 
granting that was special revelation that knew that Christ would come 
somewhat later time [II Thess. 2:3-5], was nevertheless necessary that be- 
lievers might prepared all times. 


Post-reformation Christianity, however, again proceded deviate from the 
classical anticipation the imminent appearing, and four ways. (1) The post- 
millennialism Daniel Whitby, 1706, reacted against certain Anabaptist extremes 
adventist date-setting teaching that the overthrow the pope and the Turk 
would serve introduce, not the visible reign Christ, but the spiritual conversion 
the world and its submisson the church. Whitby’s views were widely accepted, 
represented American orthodoxy from Jonathan Edwards Hodge and War- 
field, though the bubble millennium without the King has been generally punc- 
tured the impact World Wars and 


(2) But postmillennialism postponed Christ’s advent 1,000 years, the inroads 
rationalistic liberalism and neo-orthodoxy have well nigh eliminated the “blessed 
hope” from the major Protestant denominations. Such exegesis cannot tolerate ob- 
jective, supernaturalistic predictions still future events, but shut preterist 
interpretations, that apply only ancient history. This approach did serve re- 
store the Bible’s predictive time notices, such the 2,300 days and the 1,290 days 
Daniel 8:14 and 12:11, the literal Maccabean events that they were intended 
describe. But without valid, Biblical basis for knowledge the future, the mem- 


ber churches the World Council have groped vain formulate even rudi- 
mentary 


(3) The dispensationalism that now dominates much evangelical thought 
incorporated the futuristic exegesis Romanism. Conceived 
the Jesuit Francisco Ribera (1590) relieve Rome its Protestant identifica- 
tion antichrist, this futurism assigned most the Book Revelation, including 
the antichrist, yet uurealized future; was first popularized non-Romanist 
circles Maitland 1826 and was assimilated into Plymouth Brethern dis- 
pensationalism. the innovation the 1830’s pretribulationism, the Brethren 
were able preserve their hope the imminent rapture the church, though the 
dispensational interpretation the events Revelation 4-18 unfulfilled prohibited 
the retention the rest the classical hope, namely Christ’s imminent appearing 
set His kingdom.” Yet (4) the counter-movement modern evangelicalism 
the reacting post-tribulationism Alexander Reese, George Ladd, and others, while 
returning appreciation the rapture occurring Christ’s appearing 
glory, has continued accept the futurism Ribera and Maitland and thus 
deny its imminency. Norman Douty, for example, concludes, “The rapture not 
capable occurring any moment. There are intervening There re- 
mains, however, third Biblical alternative; and growing number modern 
evangelicals, such Harold Ockenga, are coming favor full return that im- 
minent post-tribulationism which constitutes the classical view the early church 
and the reformers. Little has been written its behalf since Gordon’s Ecce 


Venit 1889, but the time seems ripe that all three views weighed the light 
Scripture. 


II. 


Without attempting retrace the shifting arguments dispensationalism and 
its opponents, one cannot but conclude that Scripture opposes the concept two 
returns Christ, one before future tribulation, and another after it. For example,” 
Isa. 25:6-11 speaks God’s swallowing death the Messiah’s appearing, but 
Cor. 15:55 quotes this post-tribulational event occurring the resurrection and 
rapture Christian Mt. 24:23-31 speaks the great tribulation, then 
the sun being darkened God’s wrath, then Christ’s appearing, and then 
the gathering together God’s elect, the church, not the presently unconverted Israel 
who 22:14 are specifically contrasted with the eklektoi, the chosen; Thess. 
1:6-8 speaks “rest” for the saints only the revelation Christ and simul- 
taneous with His afflicting the unbelievers; and Rev. 19-20 speaks the mar- 
riage supper the Lamb and the first resurrection only the time His ap- 
pearing rule. postulate with pre-tribulationism that “the main aspect” the 
resurrection must have taken place seven years before this “first” resurrection 
hardly normal exegesis. But the natural reading Scripture produces the classical 
doctrine post-tribulationism, also produces the classical doctrine imminence. 
For Mk. 13:33-37 speaks “watching,” not simply watching out over 
ones but specifically watching for the Lord, who might come any 
time; and Lk. 12: 36-40 speaks “looking for the Lord,” who comes suddenly and 
Such potential immediacy the heart imminence. Modern post- 
tribulationism that has reacted against pre-tribulationism, but that still believes 
certain prolonged, and yet future, antecedents the Lord’s return, exposes its own 
inadequacy when forced insist, does Ladd, “Whatever this means, cannot 
involve secret, unexpected return The question should 
rather raised about the legitimacy those antecedents the Lord’s post-tribu- 


lational coming that seem force man deny the Biblical teaching His 
imminence. 


ALLEGED ANTECEDENTS. The Scriptural passages that have 
been improperly applied the future are legion. The following, however, illustrate 
certain major areas unnecessary futurism. Ezekiel 40-46 speaks temple 
built Jerusalem; but the instructions seem intended for those Ezekiel’s con- 
temporaries who returned from exile 538 B.C., not for the days prior Christ’s 
return. Daniel 9:24-27 speaks weeks years, 490 years, from the rebuild- 
ing Jerusalem the Messiah; but the rise the Plymouth Brethren move- 
ment almost one except the patristic exceptions Irenaeus and Hippolytus 
thought the 70th week applying anything except Christ’s first century 
The tribulation and abomination desolation Mt. 24:4-22 and the 
Roman Empire Rev. 13, 14:8-13, and 17-19:5 seem likewise have edequate, 
preterist fulfillment ancient history and need longer considered antecedents 
Christ’s imminent appearing. 

PRESENT ANTECEDENTS. Scripture contains certain long-range con- 
ditions preparatory the second advent, such Mt. 24:14, the preaching the 
gospel the kingdom unto all nations; Mt. 24:38-29, false security; Thess. 2:2-3, 
apostasy; Thess. 2:6-8, lawlessness; and Zech. 12:10, the presence some Jews 


Jerusalem. But all these are being fulfilled today never 
efore. 


More significant, potentially present fulfillment, are the 
“the great tribulation.” This occurs only Rev. 7:14; and elaborates 
the conditions that set the stage for the manifestation the face Him that sitteth 
the throne (6:16), the prediction with which the preceding chapter Revelation 
had closed. Rev. 7:1-8 then goes back depict how God’s saints are “sealed” 
protect them from catastrophies nature that chapter had first revealed herald- 
ing His coming (6:12-14). The multitude, then, 7:9-17 who are martyred 
“the great tribulation” (7:14) would seem, correspondingly, part those 
that chapter had introduced “slain for the word God” (6:9), and particular- 
that last portion the martyrs, “Their brethren, who should killed even 
were” (6:11). Similarly Mt. 24:29 speaks natural catastrophes and the 
coming the Son man “immediately after the tribulation” vv. 23-28. The 
great tribulation, with its multitude faithful saints promoted heaven, must in- 
deed come before the natural phenomena and the Lord’s visible advent: for the saints 
Revelation are never mentioned killed the phenomena nature (cf. 9:4, 
16:2) but only the persecutions and martydoms men (11:7, 16:6, 20:4); and 
the Lord’s coming that permanently terminates such persecution (Lk. 21:28). 
Upon the potential contemporaneity the tribulation period depends the pos- 
siblity the imminent appearing Christ. Pre-tribulationists have been quick 
assert that “only flagrant spiritualization the tribulation passages can pos- 
sibly-save the doctrine imminency for the But deny the 
rigorous futurism both dispensatonalists and those who have reacted against 
them need means entail spiritualization prophecy. Historical fulfillment 
characteristically real and literal, the churches living this moment behind 
the iron curtain communism can testify, their sorrow. Classical post-tribula- 
tionists would, however, question the liberality with which futurist interpreters have 
Biblical data this tribulation period. The only relevant verses concerning 
its duration are Daniel 7:25, the “time, times, and half time,” which could any- 


thing from day decades. Even strict pre-tribulationists admit that the 
beginning the tribulation hard fix and seems best say simply 
that shall know the tribulation over when see the Lord coming glory. 
Similarly, the antichrist, the eschatological leader sin, identified only the 
ruler some state north Palestine (Dan. 11:40), who overflows and deceives 
much the world (II Thess. 2:9) Satanic propaganda, speaking great things” 


(Dan. 7:8), while having power particularly over Egypt (11:42-43). Thus the 
early the antichrist was equated with Napoleon; today could Abdul 
Gamal Nasser’s evil genius, namely Nikita Khrushchev; but should our Lord tarry 
would have someone else. For though the antichrist will have been mani- 
fested the world prior the day the Lord (II Thess. 2:2-3) his final identifi- 
cation will determined only his resistance Christ, come His Glory. 
long historical interpretation admits the potentially present fulfillment the tribu- 
lation prophecies, least far men can tell, then the Lord’s return any time 
remains valid anticipation. 

ANTECEDENTS. There remain limited number prophecies that have 
not yet been fulfilled and that must interpreted both futuristically and anteced- 
ents the appearing Christ and the rapture the church. These make the 
first stage “the wrath God”; they seem include the 6th seal and the first four 
trumpets and bowls Revelation; and they are summarized the Lord’s words, 

Immediately after the tribulation those days the sun shall darkened, the 
moon shall not give her light, and the stars fall from heaven, and the powers 
heaven shall shaken: and then all the tribes the earth shall see the Son 
man coming the clouds heaven with power and great glory (Mt. 24:29-31). 

Two particular qualifications remain noted about this first stage the wrath 

God. (1) discriminatory. For the church, though present earth, will 
“prevail escape all these things and stand before the Son man” (Lk. 21:36; 
cf. Thess. while God’s wrath poured out “upon the men that had the mark 
the beast.” (Rev. 16:2, cf. (2) brief, matter mere minutes. The 
day the Lord comes suddenly; and thus, despite its preceding signs, which are 
bright lightning, the Lord’s advent truly unexpected, imminent (Lk. 17:24, 
12:38). The second stage God’s wrath, contrast, which includes the 7th seal 
Revelation (that follows Christ’s advent, 6:16) and the last three trumpets and 
bowls (among the survivors which are found Godly men, 9:20), contains 
events considerable duration: “half hour” (8:1), five months” (9:5,10), 
and embraces the gathering the kings the whole world their defeat Arma- 
geddon (16:14, 16). But these events occur subsequent the Lord’s appearing 
and are, result, irrelevant the church’s hope imminent translation. 


The alternatives facing modern evangelicalism may thus charted follows: 


THE HOPE 
IMMINENT UNION 
WITH CHRIST 


THE HOPE 
HIS UNIFIED 
APPEARING 


Classical post-tribulationism 


Dispensational pre-tribulationism THE Reacting post-tribulationism 
FUTURISTIC INTERPRETATION 
PROLONGED ANTECEDENTS 
HIS ADVENT 


The classical viewpoint believes the imminence Christ’s coming and His one 
unified, post-tribulational appearing; but disallows prolonged antecedents this 
event. Dispensational pre-tribulationism committed prolonged antecedents and 
thus preserves imminence only the sacrifice the unified appearing. Reacting 
post-tribulationism, the conirary, retains the hope the unified appearing but 
forced, because its continuing belief lengthy antecedents, surrender the hope 
imminency. the three views, synthesis preterist, historical, and futurist 
interpretation seems render imminent post-tribulationism the most Biblically ten- 
able. Furthermore, its combining the worthwhile emphases both dispensational 
pre-tribulationism and reacting post-tribulationism, restores the full, blessed 
hope the church one present reality and day day anticipation. 
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WHAT NEW THEOLOGY? 


NORTHERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


one alert history dynamic the answer the above question would be, 


“Everything.” one committed the notion that history repeats itself the answer 
might well be, “Nothing!” 


fact, might properly observed right here, that recent philosophies 
history, such Spengler’s Decline the West, Toynbee’s Study History, 
have contributed the Sitz Leben consciousness theology. few decades ago 
the Sitz Leben emphasis sparked fresh historical perspective for textual studies. 
Today, note that theology per reflects its variant expressions from one gen- 
eration the next responsiveness the external world. 


Whereas once men faith considered themselves under compulsion disavow 
any change form theological expression, (not confused with the truth be- 
ing formulated), evangelicals well others today find new challenge the 
realization that changing forms theological expression provide means for com- 
munication with the contemporary world. And adequate communication essential 
effective Gospel witness. Such adequate communication includes the 20th cen- 
tury promotional techniques Billy Graham Crusade well the perpetual 
struggle theologians make eternal revelatory truth relevant and intelligibly 
accessible Main Street. Much contemporary theological literature, not mention 
recent versions the Scriptures themselves, breathes this desire remove medieval 
garbs from 20th century Christian experience. 


Paul Althaus his systematic theology, Die Christliche Wahrheit, defines the- 
ology the process the church reflecting upon its Christian experience. this 
must add that Christian experience never occurs social, political vacuum. 
Theology not the invention priests who wish exploit and control supersti- 
tious people, but theology the 20th century represents the reaction the Christian 
community literally world shaking events outside the proverbial ivory towers 
theologians. The two world wars, with economic depression thrown between for 
good measure, determined the present theological trends more directly than the 
theological studies pursued seminaries. 


The fact that Fundamentalism has come off rather poorly this current re- 
theological perspectives may due, among other things, its mistaking 
forms for substance theological expression, thus attempting artificially foist 
so-called “classical” traditional forms 20th century Christian life, and second- 
ly, its isolationary view and behavior the midst dynamic culture. This resulted 
the breakdown lines communication. That men committed relatively low 
view Special Revelation should responsible for the production and tremendous 


impact new version the Scriptures presents embarrassing irony theo- 
logical conservatives. 


When examine the impact recent world events upon the Christian com- 
munity some the most obvious results are the following: (1) resurgence 
biblical theology; (2) neo-orthodoxy and other re-alignments theological schools; 
(3) growing ecumenical consciousness; (4) shift emphasis eschatological 
interests. Guided the limitations brief statement such this paper, let 
look each these. will our aim combine generalities with sufficient 
specifics provide scope for perspective and also particulars for illustration. 


A lecture delivered as part of the Annual Lecture Series at California Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Covina, Calif., January 7-10, 1958. 


= 


THE RESURGENCE BIBLICAL THEOLOGY 


One the most helpful brief surveys for recent New Testament studies may 
found Hunter’s Interpreting the New Testament. But 
begin the beginning one seems always compelled mention Barth’s Ramerbrief 
1918 the touchstone new interest biblical theology. fairness one ought 
recognize the work Adolf Schlatter. Der Glaube Neuen Testament, which 
preceded Barth’s work. Also one ought remind the present generation the 
earlier work Theo. Zahn, Delitzsch, Warfield, and even George Stevens. 
The fact is, however, that repentant liberals such Barth and Brunner the 
European continent, and Edwin Lewis and Walter Horton the United States have 
caused much greater theological stir than the sons faith who never became 
prodigals far off coutry. former convict turned evangelist draws larger 
crowd than the home-town boy who never became notorious. 

The republication Stevens’ New Testament Theology Scribners, and 
publication Scott’s The Varieties Religion the New Testament, and 
Grant’s Introduction New Testament Thought, Burrow’s Biblical Theo- 
logy, present specific examples resurgent interest New Testament biblical 
theology. Along with these must mentioned the Theology the New Testament 
Rudolf Bultmann,? and Ethelbert Stauffer’s Die Theologie des 
well the 1950-9th edition Paul Feine’s Einleitung das Neuen 

Richardson’s Theological Dictionary, Kittel’s Theologisches Worterbuch, and 
Bauer’s Griechisch-Deutsches Worterbuch des T., Freiderich Torm’s Hermeneutik 
des Neuen and Ernst Lerle’s Voraussetzungen der Neutestamentlichen 
also deserve mention here expressions contemporary concern for New 
Testament biblical theology. 

Certainly must not overlook the outreach and influence the various theo- 
logical commissions the World Council Churches, the Baptist World Alliance, 
and similar bodies. The World Council Churches especially has sponsored theo- 
logical and biblical studies through the co-operation biblical and theological 
scholars word-wide scale probably unprecedented. The conservative theologian 
cannot but impressed some the results. Wolfgang Schweitzer and Alan 
Richardson serve chairmen and editors these studies. 

Among the theological topics find the questions Baptism, Revelation, the 
Church, and Eschatology most prominent. cannot deal with all these studies 
this paper, but recent and continuing searching the Scriptures connection with 
these subjects already furnishes fermenting activity Christian communities 
throughout the world. 

evidence for the revival theological studies witness the reorganization 
Divinity and seminary curricula. Theology may never regain its 
medieval claim being the “Queen the Sciences,”but biblical studies and doctrinal 
interests have once again become important the education ministers the 
gospel. 

Systematic theology always closely related to, but not always properly disci- 
plined biblical theology, also ascendancy. Just enumerate few names and 
recent titles must suffice: Barth’s Dogmatik; Brunner’s The Christian Doctrine 
God, and Creation and Redemption, Horton’s Christian Theology, Niebuhr’s The 
Nature and Destiny Man; Ferre’s The Christian Understanding God; and 
Christ and the Christian; Paul Tillich’s Systematic Theology; Berkhof’s Systematic 
Theology; Wiley’s Christian Theology; Thiessen’s revision Strong’s Systematic 
Theology; Karl Heim’s series Der Evangelische Glaube und das Deuken der Gegen- 
wart,’ and Paul Althaus, Die Christliche 

Then, too, are confronted with the phenomenon multitudinous republi- 
cations works such Shedd’s Dogmatics, Seeberg’s History Christian Doctrine, 


works Warfield, Machen, etc., etc. This appears good business. One 
wonders, however, whether 20th century theology should rest heavily upon the 
props those who served by-gone generation. proper assume that these 
men former eras would express themselves today they did yesterday? (The 
same should said liberals former period.) 


II. OTHER SCHOOLS 


discuss neo-orthodoxy less than five minutes obviously preposterous. 
All are attempting do, list potent factor contemporary 
theological trends. 

Influence-wise, neo-orthodoxy probably sits the theological saddle today. 
Even take position against means affected it. 

Following Barth’s Romerbrief 1918, Edwin Lewis’ Christian Manifesto 
looms the first American public confession the rejection liberalism. Perhaps 
this aspect Neo-Orthodoxy deserves noting. its inception, Neo-Orthodoxy stems 
from revolt against theological liberalism, especially humanistic liberalism. The 
orginal men identified with this movement, Barth, Brunner, Lewis, Reinhold and 
Richard Niebuhr, Paul Tillich, Horton, etc., all reached their present theologi- 
cal orientation the route liberalism. Right now, however, are witnessing the 
transition young men being initiated into neo-orthodoxy without having traversed 
the detours liberalism. Princeton, Union, and the University Edinburgh, 
mention but three schools, students for the ministry come theological virgins into 
the encounter with neo-orthodox theology. Theology Today, published Princeton, 
and Scottish Journal Theology, published Edinburgh men like 
Torrence eager out-Barth Barth, represent the theology offered these students. 

Next may noted that although neo-orthodoxy includes great variations 
emphasis, general see here reaction against humanistic liberalism, re- 
action against humanistic optimism previous era. note this helps under- 
stand why aspects theological liberalism, such the acceptance higher criti- 
cism, rejection the Virgin Birth, and bodily resurrection Christ has been re- 
tained some so-called repentant liberals. The major thrust neo-orthodoxy date 
seen its re-discovery man’s insufficiency the result his sinfulness. Man 
not god, sinner. should noted, too, that this assertion some 
representatives this group, especially Niebuhr and Barth, have been exceedingly 
effective. its view Scripture, Neo-Orthodoxy walks hand hand with much 
earlier higher criticism and much contemporary Form Criticism. 

One the most helpful analyses the differences individual systems 
theology and metaphysics found group neo-orthodox men Soper’s Major 
Voices Am. Theology, Westminster, 1953. (See William Hordern’s Lay- 
man’s Guide Protestant Theology, Macmillan, 1955.) Here analytical and 
comparative study the metaphysical presuppositions and doctrinal emphases 
the thought Edwin Lewis, Reinhold Nels Ferré, Paul Tillich, Richard 
Niebuhr, and Robert Calhoun. 

summarize neo-orthodoxy sentence two: the sinfulness man; the 
transcendence God; dialecticism; paradox norm; social pessimism some 
its representatives, especially Barth; weak its Christology; confusing its use 
Scripture and views Revelation. 

Over against neo-orthodoxy Unrepentant Liberalism must least men- 
tioned. Liberals Reply voices liberalism’s answer neo-orthodoxy. This group seems 
fighting for its very life. Its mood has become militant. 

And now brief look trends Fundamentalism. growing awareness 
abundance strange bedfellows seems growing here. One can more 


point single man school the totality Fundamentalism than one could 
the case neo-orthodoxy. 


Fundamentalism, finding its greatest cohesion Christology, also contains 
many contradictions within its ranks: Arminianism (numerically perhaps the strong- 
est) vs. Calvinism; sacramentalism vs. non-sacramentalism; paedo-baptists vs. anti- 
paedo-baptists; dispensationalists vs. non-dispensationalists, not speak pre, 
mid, post- Tribulation rapture ruptures 

One notes that the very term “Fundamentalism” has come into disrepute amon 
theological conservatives. John Ockenga has proposed the discarding the term 
“New Evangelicalism” new appelation. This writer has been suggesting the 
term “Critical Conservatism.” Critical Conservatism mean emphasize the 
self-critical open-mindedness science its best, over against the spirit some 
types Fundamentalism which criticism and suspicion others, nursed at- 
titude self-righteous, unteachable arrogance, spells the essence being orthodox. 

Fundamentalism longer presents the unified front few years ago. Nor 
must dismiss this recognition with the accusation that some evangelical conserva- 
tives have been too much influenced neo-orthodoxy. Probably more truthful 
evaluation the present situation would note that: (1) some evangelical conserva- 
tives have developed social conscience; (2) some Fundamentalists today refuse 
equate orthodoxy with dispensationalism even pre-millenialism; (3) that some 
conservatives reject the wooden literalism Scripture interpretation and have 
greater appreciation for the spiritual dynamic God’s Special Revelation; (4) that 
some Bible-believing thinkers insist the admission that biblical interpretation 
must equated with the Scriptures themselves, and, that given theory inspiration 
must not itself put par with inspiration itself. 

now, would appear that increasing rifts are developing between those 
theological conservatives who believe cultural and theological isolationism and 
those who see themselves participants the contemporary life society, and 
even their own denominations! appears this writer that Fundamentalism 
which rejects the dynamic view history will through continued factionalism, isola- 
tionism, and peripheral concerns, (as some questions eschatology) reduce itself 
both numerical adherents and effective witness the contemporary world. 

way illustration what this writer humbly conceives the new 
and hopeful expression biblical and critical conservatism would refer such 
books Ramm, The Christian View Science and the Ladd, Crucial Ques- 
tions about the Kingdom and The Blessed Hope, Henry, The Uneasy Con- 
science Modern and Carnell’s Introduction Christian 


Among present trends theology the phenomena “unionism” many areas 
life and reflected the religious life, deserves summary observation two. 

Youth For Christ and the National World Council Churches immediately 
come mind examples the desire aggregate. The support given Billy 
Graham Crusades not the general populace but widely divergent eccle- 
siastical bodies points this contemporary phenomenon. The United Nations and 
the Internationalist perspective Communism may serve further illustrations. 

When the Ecumenical Movement mentioned some circles, vigorous 
shaking heads, not mention wagging tongues, immediately ensues. Perhaps 
this due the failure recognize the same basic ingredients social necessity 
well many divergent theologcal orientations whether one considers the National 
Association Evangelicals, the International Council Churches, Youth for Christ, 

such bodies the World Council Churches. All can these few para- 
graphs caution one another against the blindness that would write off gather- 
ing such the Evanston meeting the World Council Churches totally in- 
significant, not say unfortunate. Likewise one should not underestimate the nu- 


merical dynamic impact and groups outside the World Council 
Henry Van Dusen recently observed. went far suggest that the New 
Reformation Protestantism may possibly come through these neglected, but 
most vigorous groups. 

Rather than yield the temptation side-tracked into too lengthy dis- 
cussion the significance for all Christendom ecumenical attempts 
ing, permit merely suggest two fairly recent surveys this present trend. 

For carefully documented discussion the One World idea, read Wilbur 

Smith’s chapter This Atomic Age and the Word Here you find sur- 
vey the development and growth the One World idea, its philosophic, politi- 
cal and social roots, beginning with Kant and leading the present day. Smith’s 
conclusions seem this writer somewhat non sequitur. fails give due recog- 
nition the cosmopolitan and international perspective primitive Christian- 
ity. one the major departures from relatively nationalistic Judaism. The cosmo- 
politanism Hellenism and Stoicism made their contribution what sometimes 
call “The Preparation the World for Christ.” The isolationist, self-sufficient na- 
tionalism recent world history stands opposition the primitive Chris- 
tian insight one humanity, one world, one Creator, one Redeemer, and one 
For some reason Smith makes reference this chapter Christianity’s 
basic internationalism. 
The other one-chapter survey which might helpful student trying 
understand the present trend toward various types religious coalition McNeill’s 
“The Ecumenical Movement Historical Chapter his recent 
book: Modern Christian 

McNeill’s historical analysis concerns itself the mentioned chapter with the 
various efforts toward acknowledging the headship Christ since the days the 
German Reformation the present World Council Churches. early 
Protestantism the primitive Christian concept the headship Christ over all 
believers was set over against the papal claims ecclesiastical headship. Even Luther 
had dreams uniting the Greek Orthodox Church and other church bodies under 
the headship Christ challenge the papal headship. 


Suffice state here that Communism’s appeal man’s inherent sense 
human brotherhood and basic oneness humanity (whether promulgated honesty 
purpose not), must not discounted too easily. the contemporary drawing 
together many groups, whether international finance, trade, intrigue, Chris- 
tianity’s oneness the headshp Christ, under whatever Christian auspices may 
seek articulation, deserves honest appraisal and constructive support. 


Not long ago Emil Brunner confessed: “This time for eschatological 
agnosticism.” other words, every theologian, every preacher, must able 
say something this subject. 

Not too many years ago eschatology could seen under two major reactions: 
(1) indifferent disavowal interest it, (2) the elevation specific escha- 
tology norm for orthodoxy. Today note constructive progress both camps: 
renewed interest where indifference was the “respectable” attitude, and better sense 
proportion and more cautious biblical exegesis where individualistic chart- 
ism held sway. 

Evanston has come and gone. Published appraisals this ecumenical dis- 
cussion “Christ the Hope the World” are available many reports and re- 
views. All wish say here that were much gratified and greatly strength- 
ened the spectacle discussions The Second Advent Christ making the 
front many our metropolitan newspapers. Also, should noted that some 


the preliminary studies the Theological Commission the World Council 
Churches such “The Meaning Hope the Bible,” and “Eschatology and 
Ethics” came out the co-operative work biblical scholars many nations. 
any area theological study can profit the discipline world-wide thinking 


guard against the vagaries individualistic, subjective systems, might well 
eschatology. 


Time does not permit review the rebirth eschatological interest. Usually 
think Albert Schweitzer’s work The Quest for the Historical Jesus 
Actually, must remember that some men had kept the eschatological conscious- 
ness awake even before then. One could mention Richard Kabish Die Eschatologie 
des Paulus ihren Zusammenhangen mit dem Gesaamtbegriff des Paulinismus, 
published Gottingen 1893. 

Before summarizing some the contemporary emphases eschatology may 
well call the roll so-called “schools” eschatology. 


(1) Consistent with Schweitzer and Werner. Ac- 
cording this perspective the Gospels and the Testament are saturated with escha- 
tology. Eschatology made almost the very essence the Gospels. But 
Jesus was deluded His expectations. The disciples faced the problem adjustin 
the fact that events did not transpire Jesus had thought and taught they woul 
The Sermon the Mount and other teachings Jesus must seen the 
framework His eschatological expectancies. seen, these teachings become 
known “Interim Ethics.” 


(2) Dodd probably looms most prominently 
here. His The Apostolic Preaching and its Development (1936) serves guide 
this approach. this “school” the parousia occurred Pentecost. However, 
should note here that Dodd has more recently added further expectation the 
return Christ, still another advent beyond history. presents this view The 
Coming the Lord (1951). 


(3) TRANSCENDENTAL which Barth the spokesman. Neo- 
orthodoxy various representative expressions tends this view with its bifurcation 
history and supra-history, “beyond history.” Somehow this approach re- 
duces history and the historical emphasis the transcendent, that beyond 
history. The transcendent basically unknowable now. Any attempt spell 
out series events “beyond history” would considered fantastic. Eschatological 
events are not rejected —the Judgment, the Resurrection, the Second Advent, 
but Scripture accounts must not interpreted the framework the “historical:” 

Brunner’s treatment Eschatology, published 1954 under the title 
Eternal Hope and offered fore-runner his third volume systematic theo- 
logy, also majors the emphasis transcendance. Here, too, the various events 
resurrection, judgment, consummation, etc., are discussed actual occurrences. 


But the detailed description always terms the “spiritual,” transcendant, and 


(4) Bultmann, who places great emphasis 
his New Testament Theology the early church “the eschatological congre- 
gation” serves the most vocal proponent here. Biiri has suggested that the next 
project for biblical scholars de-kerygmatize what Bultmann has de-mytholo- 
gized. Anyway, according Bultmann, the early Christian church 
limited the present without any reference future expectations. Brunner has 
characterized this approach “the Christian faith without any hope.” This writer, 
Brunner, his Eternal Hope, suggests that the two things avoided the story 
eschatology are Schwarmerei; and 


(5) Karl Heim and Paul Althaus find their place 
here. Karl Heim presents Weltchopfung and Althaus, addition 
his Die Christliche Wahrheit, made his contribution eschatology Die Letzten 
Dinge, the fifth revised edition published 1949. (This book, incidentally, ded- 
icated Adolf Schlatter.) prominent scholar (Brunner) recently called this the 
major contribution eschatology recent years. 


About all that can said here way summary that Heim and Althaus 
take modern science seriously and attempt spell out the eschatological concepts 
Scripture, rejecting all dispensationalism and wooden biblicism, well extreme 
Barthian transcendentalism. seems the writer this paper that much evan- 
gelical eschatology would rapport here. 


(6) APOCALYPTICISM, MILLENNIALISM, DISPENSATIVNALISM. The approach 
men like Chafer, Scofield, Bauman, etc. would come under this heading. Today, 
appears primarily American phenomenon and the wane. appears 
totally ignored the other schools eschatology. 

Now, for brief listing and description major eschatological interests to- 
day. mention what this writer appear the most obvious, find 
new appraisal Time Concepts; (2) cosmic redemption emphasis; (3) judgement 
basic and essential; (4) Adventism displacing Millennialism; Non-dispensational 
pre-millennialism. 

Let say word concerning each. 


THE NEW APPRAISAL Concepts. Oscar Cullman’s Christ and Time 
probably ranks first here influence. Karl Heim, also most deeply concerned with 
modern physics makes many contributions sets the biblische Osterglaube over 
against Naturwissenschaft. 

recognized these treatments that Time per not absolute, and 
that, the other hand eternity more than timelessness. The biblical time refer- 
ences such “the last days,” the “ages” aion, hour kairos, time chronos, etc. are 
scrutinized. All history seen redemptive history (Heilsgeschichte). the 
center history stands Christ. Christ’s resurrection (for some His incarnation) 
the midpoint history. The “last days” began with the resurrection. The Incarna- 
tion, quote Hunter, may represented D-day; the Resurrection means V-day. 

According Cullmann there are three time periods history (1) before Cre- 
ation; (2) from Creation the end the present age; (3) the coming age 
which the will achieved the eschatological drama. Althaus also asserts 
that history and eschatology are inseparable; history has meaning only terms 
the telos. Revelation gives actual history process, not merely things the 
future, that both the Old Testament and the New Testament “sind also streng 
zeitgeschichtlich auszulegen.” 

According Althaus, the Day the Lord last point time seen from 
one side; eternity seen from the other side. The Parousia “ist Ende der Ge- 
schichte, aber End-geschichte geht dem Ende voraus.” End-geschichte has 
with the millennium, the “signs,” etc. also emphasizes that the “Jetzt” and “noch 
nicht” hand hand the New Testament. 

must noted here that great emphasis placed the differences between 
the eschaton finis, and the telos. The “last things” bring not finis, but 
telos. 

Cosmic Heim, Althaus, and Brunner great 
emphasis here. This world, cosmos, will not destroyed, even though Heim speaks 
the Warmetod the world, but will transformed. Brunner believes that the 
“real” the present cosmos, the spiritual element which holds together, will then 
come into its own. fact, heaven itself, God’s dwelling place, since cannot 
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identify within our planetary system, may the spiritual essence behind this 
material universe. 

stresses the cosmic aspect redemption equal significance 
individualistic redemption. suggests that the hymns the early Post reformation 
Period (16th and 17th century) are misleading. 

When eschatology applied the telos the cosmos, eschatology seen 
beginning with Creation, not coming the future. The “last days” are actual- 
ities; Althaus insists “Tag und Stunde,” but eschatology does not begin there. 
Weltende really means eltvollendung, the consummation Creation. 


JUDGMENT THE BASIC ESSENTIAL ESCHATOLOGICAL CONSCIOUSNESS. Neo- 
orthodoxy often speaks Judgment; man and the world are always under the Judg- 
ment God. quote Brunner his book eschatology: “The last judgment 
disclosure which man becomes exposed the searching light God.” 
primarily disclosure, manifestation, what really are. quote: “We shall 
stand naked and exposed, according the truth our being, concealing 
raiment.” Judgment essentially means discrimination, crisis. may the source 
joy well fear. One reminded here illustration used Lewis 
describing “The World’s Last Night.” says like woman buying piece 
colored goods under artificial light and hoping that daylight will not prove her 
error. 

suggested that the fact Judgment provides more stable eschatological 
consciousness than anything else Christian experience, such joy hope, which 
may fluctuate. 

Also must note that several contemporary thinkers, including Brunner, not 
mention Ferré, tend universalism. Brunner leaves the question open, but be- 
lieves that Scripture teaches both—a last judgment and also universal redemption. 


ADVENTISM VERSUS MILLENNIALISM. Time and space permit only refer- 
ence two. But appears this writer that non-dispensational pre-millennialism 
should present live option all evangelicals. The functional result vigorous 
assertion the fact the Second Advent without destroying such witness dis- 
pensational wranglings over the when and other peripheral matters. 

May, 1954, the Baptist Chronicle published article Massee, for 
many years militant Fundamentalist. entitled “Thirty Years War the C.” 
(American Baptist Convention). His thesis and confession that the controversies 
were over millennialism rather than adventism, and that disputes over millennialism 
are unwarranted. 

A-and-pre-millennialism seem ascendency among evangelicals. Mur- 
ray’s Millennial Studies seems the guide for many. Southern Baptist and Reformed 
theology following Calvin, have taken their stand here. Surely the blessed hope must 
not’ become bone contention. Whenever divides God’s children ought 
recognize the devil work. the extent that the Church Christ truly 
fellowship expectancy, our working and waiting for the coming Lord will become 
bond strength and union. Christian fellowship stems from expectancy the 
Lord’s coming, not the waiting for the coming dispensation. Even Moody 
warned the people his day against confusing the two. Christ unites; charts divide. 

The writer must confess great indebtedness Ladd’s Crucial Questions Con- 
cerning the Kingdom. better understanding Jewish apocalypticism, more 


faithful interpretation the Old Testament according the example and discipline 
the New Testament, more biblical preaching the kingdom present well 
future, should enable restore the evangelical witness place effective- 
ness. would seem that the witness Fundamentalism, which has much offer 


other areas, has become ineffective our own day largely through its distortion 
eschatology into chartism. The rejection “Fundamentalism” name seems 
largely due the fact that the eyes the Christian world Fundamentalism 
has become equated with quarrelsome dispensationalism. The writer believes that 
among evangelicals there definite trend away from this approach eschatology. 


closing this brief survey contemporary theological trends permit 
quote McNeill his recent book Modern Christian Movements.” Reflecting 
what has happened recent years, states: 


Controversy tends shut off from our opponents iron curtain. left 
later generation see the light history how much has been lost because 
these how much overt clandestine trade across them has been carried 


on. While repudiate one view-points, silently interchange spiritual 
goods. (p. 11). 
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Minutes the Third Biennial Joint Meeting 
the Evangelical Theological Society and 


the American Scientific Affiliation 


This third joint gathering the E.T.S. and A.S.A. was called order 
1:00 p.m., June 1959, Trinity Seminary and Bible College Chicago. The 
first session was moderated Payne, Secretary and the printed 
program that had been prepared the liaison and joint-program committee two 
organizations was accepted the docket. The program then proceeded announced, 
with the exceptions that Allan MacRae moderated the evening session Wednes- 
day, June 10, place Douglas Young and Charles Pfeiffer led the 
morning devotions Thursday, June 11, place Kenneth Kantzer. The 
theme, “Toward Evangelical Philosophy Science,” provoked both stimulating 
papers and lively discussion. 

Wednesday, June 10, the time scheduled for the separate 
business meetings the two societies, the E.T.S. members present gathered Room 
203 Trinity Seminary. the absence the president, Vice-president MacRae 
called the meeting order and moderated. Gordon Clark led prayer. The 
minutes the 10th annual meeting the Society Nyack Missionary College, 
Dec. 30-31, 1958, were approved printed the quarterly Bulletin 
February (winter), 1959. Greetings were read from President Gilbert Johnson, 
which expressed his regrets being unable attend the joint-meeting and 
his best wishes both organizations for very profitable time. 

The chairman appointed Arthur Holmes serve with representative 
the A.S.A. the Joint Resolutions Committee. Dr. MacRae, chairman this 
year’s Committee Program and Arrangements, announced that the 11th annual 
meeting the Society would held Wheaton College, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, Dec. 29-30, 1959. This will the 10th anniversary the founding 
E.T.S.; and interesting program promised, including survey our Lord’s 
blessing the organization through the years its existence. Discussion from the 
floor stressed the advantage scheduling more time for questions and comments 
on. the papers, even meant curtailing the number papers actually presented. 

The recommendation was made the Editorial Committee that efforts 
made publish forthcoming issues the Bulletin such the papers from the 
joint meeting with the A.S.A. would greatest interest the E.T.S. constitu- 
ency and announce the Bulletin such others the papers were being cur- 
rently published the Journal the A.S.A. The business session was adjourned 
with prayer Donald Yehling. 

The joint meeting adjourned noon Thursday, June 11, immediately 
followed the 14th annual convention the A.S.A. Before the adjournment, how- 
ever, the joint Resolutions Committee presented its report, expressing appreciation 
our host institution, Trinity Seminary and Bible College, for their gracious hos- 
pitality, extended the 100 members the two Societies who were attendance. 
The report also expressed sincere thanks the joint liaison committee and the 
speakers and was unanimously approved both organizations. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Payne 
ETS Secy 


Announcements Meetings 


(For reservations, please fill out blank below for such meetings you may wish attend) 


The 6th meeting the New England Section will Oct. 12, 1959, 
the Providence-Barrington Bible College, Barrington, Mail reservations 
Dr. John 100 State St., Providence, 


The meeting the newly organized Eastern Section will held West- 
minster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Oct. 31, 1959. Mail reservations 
the chairman, Dr. William Paul, Shelton College, Ringwood, 


The annual meeting, which the 10th anniversary celebration the 
national Society, will held Wheaton College, Dec. 29-30, 1959. Start 
planning now for this important gathering. Details both program and arrange- 
ments will announced the fall issue the Bulletin; but those wishing present 
papers should submit titles the attached form Dr. Allan Mac Rae, Faith 
Seminary, Elkins Park, Philadelphia 17, Pa., program chm. and vice- 
president T.S. 


(Clip here, and mail the appropriate chairman) 


plan attend the meeting ETS 


(NAME) 


Please reserve room for the night(s) 


and meals campus 


(check desired) 


would like read paper on: 
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Subscriptions the Bulletin E.T.S., the managing editor. 
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E.T.S. PUBLICATIONS PREVIOUS YEARS 


limited number the following E.T.S. publications are still 
available: 


Papers read the 1954 Annual Meeting $3.00 ($1.50) 
Papers read the 1955 Annual Meeting $3.00 ($1.50) 
Papers read the 1956 Annual Meeting $3.00 ($1.50) 


(The above are mimeographed, paper bound) 


Symposium E.T.S. members, John Walvoord, editor 


Inspiration and Interpretation, $4.50 ($3.00) 
Monograph #1, Paul Jewett, 

Emil Brunner’s Concept Revelation, 1954 $3.50 ($2.00) 
Monograph #2, Merrill Unger, 

Israel and the Arameans Damascus, $6.00 ($1.54) 


Monograph #3, John Whitcomb, 
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